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two cell phones. The offender was caught and charged with robbery and 
assault with a deadly weapon. With respect to crime data reporting, only the 
robbery would be counted in the UCR program, whereas both offenses would 
be captured in the NIBRS program.

Other differences between the NIBRS and the UCR are that (a) the 
NIBRS includes information about all rapes, whereas until 2013 the UCR 
collected information only about rapes of females, (b) the NIBRS distin-
guishes between completed and attempted offenses, whereas the UCR does 
not, (c) the NIBRS collects information about weapons for all offenses, 
whereas the UCR provides weapons information for murder, robbery, and 
aggravated assault, and (d) the NIBRS provides details on incidents of 57 
offenses (eight index offenses and 49 other offenses), whereas the UCR 
provides information about 29 offenses (eight index offenses and 21 other 
offenses).29

Additional advantages of the NIBRS cited in the literature include the 
following:30

´´ The program captures different types of victims (businesses and 
communities) and victimless crimes.

´´ It provides additional data about victims of all ages with more 
precision.

´´ It provides better and more reliable data about violence against 
women.

´´ It allows researchers to examine links between victimization and 
arrests.

Most experts agree that, when all agencies eventually participate in the 
NIBRS program, it should be more useful than the UCR and the NCVS 

Differences Between the UCR and the NIBRSTABLE 3.2

ITEM UCR NIBRS

Crime count Consists of monthly aggregate crime counts 
for eight index offenses

Consists of individual incident records for eight index crimes and 38 
other offenses with details on offense, offender, victim, and property

Incidents reported Records one offense per incident as 
determined by hierarchy rule

Records each offense occurring in the incident

Hierarchy rule effect Suppresses count of lesser offenses in 
multiple offense incidents

No effect, given that all offenses in the incident are counted

Completed versus attempted Does not distinguish between completed 
and attempted offenses

Does distinguish between completed and attempted offenses

Rape counting Records rape of females only Records rape of males and females

Weapon information Collected for murder, robbery, and 
aggravated assault

Collected for all violent offenses

Arrest counts Provides counts of arrests for eight Part I 
offenses and 21 other offenses

Provides details on arrests for eight Part 1 offenses and 49 other 
offenses


